AIDE   TO   SIR   AUSTEN
possible a steep and" quick ascent: altogether the Under-
secretary for Foreign Affairs had been a very good friend to
the young and inexperienced Member for Leamington. It
is always extremely difficult for a back bencher to catch the
Speaker's eye, but he is susceptible to the well-timed word
from a Minister. On more than one occasion Locker-Lamp-
son's tactful suggestion made public what would otherwise
have been a well-prepared but undelivered oration from
Eden.
Locker-Lampson's chief impression of Eden at this time
is of his intense ambition. ' He was very ambitious, but in
a good sense and as every young man ought to be.' Then
again he found him an extremely keen student of foreign
affairs, anxious to supplement his precocious travel experi-
ences in every way open to him. Finally he impressed
Locker-Lampson from the beginning as an accomplished
Parliamentary debater. It was his attention to style in the
form and substance of his speeches as well as in his appear-
ance and manner that first opened the doors of opportunity
to Anthony Eden.
Thus at the age of twenty-nine he was safely inside the
privileged ring of what the newspapers call ' well-informed
circles'. He was in a pivotal position to study the mechan-
ism of a foreign secretaryship under a Conservative Govern-
ment and to analyse foreign affairs through the day-to-day
contact with, if not a great Foreign Secretary, at least a
supreme Parliamentarian. For a man of Eden's watchful
disposition it opened up a boundless future: it was just the
work to bring his experience to full maturity.
By a curious irony Eden's appointment coincided with Sir
Austen Chamberlain's preoccupation over an obscure back
bench member of the League of Nations, Abyssinia. Sir
Austen had not fully recovered from the Geneva set-back,
and was intermittently sniped at during the remainder of the
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